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Wheelersburg Elementary School Earns Blue Ribbon School and Ohio Schools of 
Promise Awards 
Wheelersburg Elementary School is the recipient of two distinctive awards from the United States 
Department of Education and the Ohio Department of Education; the Blue Ribbon and Ohio Schools of 
Promise awards. Wheelersburg Local Schools, a Race to the Top participating district, is located on the 
Ohio River between Portsmouth and Ironton. Wheelersburg Elementary School was one of 15 schools in 
Ohio to receive the Blue Ribbon and the Ohio Schools of Promise awards.  
 

The Blue Ribbon Schools Program (NCLB-BRS) is a national recognition program, 
honoring elementary and secondary schools in the United States that make significant 
progress in closing achievement gaps or whose students achieve at the highest levels 
in their state.  

 
The Blue Ribbon School award comprises of two categories: Exemplary High Performing and Exemplary 
Improvement. Wheelersburg Elementary received the Blue Ribbon award in the Exemplary High 
Performing category for their part in the Mentoring Ohio for Reading Excellence (MORE) program and the 
many partnerships formed with local businesses. Volunteers for the district’s mentoring and tutoring 
program consist of retired teachers, community members and local employees released during business 
hours to participate regularly.  
 

The Schools of Promise award program recognizes schools attaining solid student 
achievement in reading and mathematics while serving a significant number of 
economically disadvantaged students.  

 
Having been named an Ohio School of Promise for a sixth consecutive year, Wheelersburg Elementary 
School has shown that it is closing the achievement gap in math and reading with its students while serving 
a 46 percent population of economically disadvantage students. The district works very hard to continue its 
excellent academic program. The entire school community, from school board to employees, is part of a 
culture that promotes academic excellence and the value of a good education. Reading is a target subject 
area with support mechanisms for students struggling in the lower grade levels. 
 
Wheelersburg’s success can be attributed to the tremendous community, school and family support. In 
Wheelersburg there is a shared belief that all children can learn given the right atmosphere and instruction.  
 
Learn more 
View the Wheelersburg Elementary School profile at the National Blue Ribbon site at 
http://nationalblueribbonschools.com/summarydocs/2013/oh/wheelersburg-elementary-school-
13oh10.html. 
To learn more and view the entire list of Blue Ribbon Award recipients and Ohio Schools of Promise at 
www.education.ohio.gov. 
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New and Innovative Tool to Help Educators Collect, Organize and Share Resources 
By Sally Levine, Race to the Top Northeast Regional Coordinator and Brian Bickley, Mathematics 
Consultant, Ohio Department of Education 

Transitioning to Ohio’s New Learning Standards and the Next Generation Assessments has education 
professionals spending countless hours searching for resources. To support educators in their search, the 
Ohio Department of Education is using Pearltrees across several content areas such as mathematics, 
English language arts, science, social studies, the arts, and technology.   

Pearltrees is a free, visual and collaborative library that lets you organize web pages, files, photos and 
notes to retrieve and share anywhere. The website or tablet application allows users to share resources in 
the form of ‘Pearls.’ Once the user posts a Pearl it is made public so that anyone can view, copy or 
comment on the post.  

Additionally, users can create their own Pearltrees account to duplicate Pearls from other users and create 
their own trees. Whether a classroom teacher, principal or central office leader, Pearltrees offers great 
potential to organize district, building, grade-level or classroom resources.  

View some of the department of education Pearltrees below. Click through the Pearls on the content areas’ 
graphic organizer to find more information and resources for each academic discipline.   

To find more Ohio Department of Education Pearltrees, visit education.ohio.gov and search “Pearltrees.” 
For more information on Pearltrees, visit pearltrees.com. 

The posting of a Pearl and the resources within it does not mean it is recommended or endorsed by the Ohio 
Department of Education. 
 

Ohio’s New School Models Spur Innovation 

The U.S. Department of Education has featured Ohio’s Innovation Grants on its new online 
resource PROGRESS. PROGRESS highlights state and local innovative ideas, promising practices, 
lessons learned, and resources informed by the implementation of K-12 education reforms. 
The Department launched PROGRESS to emphasize the voices and perspectives of educators, students, 
and administrators to better understand how policy changes are spurring education improvement and to 
draw out what can be learned from areas of progress occurring at the state and local levels. 
 
Read the full feature story on Ohio’s Innovation Grants at 
http://www.ed.gov/edblogs/progress/2014/02/ohios-new-school-models-spur-innovation/. 
 

2014 Advanced Placement Summer Workshops Announced 
The Ohio Department of Education is pleased to announce the 2014 Advanced Placement Summer 
Workshops. These College Board workshops are free to Ohio teachers.  CEU’s will be given by the College 
Board for these workshops. 
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• Register at https://safe.ode.state.oh.us/portal/ 
• Download registration tutorial at http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Academic-Content-

Standards/Advanced-Placement-Program/2014-Summer-Workshop-STARS-tutorial.pdf.aspx 
• Learn CEU information at http://professionals.collegeboard.com/prof-dev/workshops/ceu-credits 
 

Date Location City Content Area 

June 16-19 University of Toledo Toledo Spanish Language and Culture 

June 16-19 University of Toledo Toledo US History 

June 17-20 Worthington Schools Worthington 
AP Physics 1 and AP Physics 2 
(combined) 

June 17-20 Worthington Schools Worthington US History 

June 23 State Library of Ohio Columbus US History 

June 23-26 Walnut Hills High School Cincinnati Chemistry 

June 23 Walnut Hills High School Cincinnati 
English Literature & 
Composition 

June 23 Walnut Hills High School Cincinnati US Gov’t & Politics 

June 25 State Library of Ohio Columbus Statistics 

 
Register Now for Ohio’s Spring Education Symposium 2014 
Ohio’s Spring Education Symposium 2014 provides a unique forum for Ohio educators to expand your 
understanding about how to design and select quality assessments for classroom use. Programming for 
this one-day event will strive to answer the fundamental question every educator asks of themselves: How 
can I be truly effective with my teaching and ensure my students are learning what they need to 
learn for academic success? 
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Informational sessions and hands-on workshops will offer an opportunity to discover new ideas, connect 
with experts and peers, share promising practices and successes from your own schools and districts, and 
take away excellent implementation tools and resources. Attendees will obtain training and professional 
support in selecting, developing and using assessments. 

“Children do not always learn what we teach. That is why the most important assessment 
does not happen at the end of the learning—it happens during the learning, when there is 
still time to do something with the information.” 

-Dylan Wiliam, 2011 

Principals, teachers, superintendents, educational service center staff, community school staff and 
sponsors, board members and all education stakeholders vested in the achievement of Ohio’s students are 
invited to attend. 

TO REGISTER:  
Login to your SAFE Account > STARS > Keyword Search: “RttT” > Select “Ohio’s Spring Education 
Symposium” 
 
Space is limited, so sign up now! This event is FREE.  
 
For questions or registration assistance, please contact Adrienne Carr 
at adrienne.carr@education.ohio.gov. 
 
Learn more at: www.ohedsymposium.wordpress.com 
 

OTES Crosswalk Resource Available 
Quaglia Institute for Student Aspirations and the Ohio Department of Education shares new resource, the 
Ohio Teacher Evaluation System (OTES) crosswalk. 

The OTES crosswalk is a resource developed for seven demonstration sites throughout the state of Ohio to 
show the connections between student voice, the OTES evaluation process and a classroom survey called 
the iKnow My Class Survey which targets student engagement. This resource is a helpful means to 
communicate the importance of student voice in Ohio’s classrooms and schools. 
 
For more information about the crosswalk, iKnow My Class Survey and other resources, please contact a 
QISA team member (below) or Tarik White, Educational Consultant at tarik.white@education.ohio.gov. 
 
Visit http://rtttnews.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/otes-crosswalk-10-7.pdf to download the OTES crosswalk. 
(PDF) 
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QISA team: 
Mickey Corso: corso@qisa.org 
Julie Hellerstein: hellerstein@qisa.org 
Susan Inman: inman@qisa.org 
 

Application Updates 
Application Area E 
 
Technical Assistance 
In January and February 2014, Transformation Specialists provided regional technical assistance to both 
SIG funded and Non-SIG funded priority schools. The information was developed and provided based on a 
survey conducted of the principal’s needs. 
 
State Support Teams and members of the Urban eight are meeting with the assigned Transformation 
Specialists to align the work and develop common understandings for quarter 3 monitoring and evidence to 
be posted. 

International Education 
The International Studies School is adapting to teacher tasks and has had good results. These tasks are 
aligned to a rubric created by Asia Society and schools are expected to do or meet certain expectations 
over time-units, subject area planning or trips to international spots or conferences. They are changing the 
culture of the school to be oriented towards interdisciplinary/international perspectives. A good example of 
deep implementation of the International Studies task work is present at Oakhill School in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
 
Accomplishments 
The turnaround leader program is now complete. The Ohio Department of Education and the 
Transformation Specialists are still supporting leadership program initiatives. They are focusing on the 
Transformation Specialists coaching with the Ohio Improvement Process (OIP) with the districts. Aligning 
the initiatives with ODE and making sure everyone is on the same page. 
 
We have now achieved community school support within the Turnaround Schools. We are working in 
partnership with several organizations that are providing support. 

Miami University, Parents for Public Schools and the Ohio State University are all participants. OSU and 
Parents for Public Schools are conducting the trainings and surveys for parents. Miami University takes the 
survey results and training and does the evaluations. 

Transformation Specialists 
Districts can use carry over funds to support the school’s transformation model work for up to five years. All 
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non-SIG funded schools will have the support as long as they are on the list. If a priority school is non-SIG 
funded they received $70,000.00 in Title funds. These funds are to support the reform model the school 
selected. All focus schools get $55,000.00 a year from funding. The state support team in their region 
serves those schools. 
 
Urban and Linkage Coordinators 
Urban and Linkage Coordinators are assigned to schools to work with at risk students to help them 
graduate. Kent State University is currently doing a follow up of this and evaluating the program. 
 
Closing the Achievement Gap (CTAG) 
The Annual Student Conferences included in CTAG was extended to students attending career-technical 
education programs in largely rural areas on September 17, 2013. 
 
Ohio’s rural and Appalachian districts experience many of the same challenges related to closing 
achievement gaps as Ohio’s urban districts. 

Science, Technology, Engineering, Math (STEM) 
The sub-criteria to Application E will be extending the STEM school support. The achievement data on the 
21 persistently lowest achieving schools that were engaging in STEM methodology showed significant and 
positive scores coming back from this work. There will be another round of the STEM leadership academy.  
 
The first round produced a great turnout and it is evident that many schools are interested in doing STEM. 
As a result of this interest, a second STEM cohort will be held. 

Professional Development and advice is provided for transitioning into school culture for STEM sites. There 
has been much growth in this area. 

Steering Committee 
The Steering Committee is tasked to oversee and give recommendations to Application E and application 
areas. Scott Hoshor-Johnson wants to review who will be in attendance and make this an effective 
meeting. The meeting will be scheduled for March 2014 and will include a reporting out from all application 
areas. 
 

Upcoming Events 
Ohio's Spring Education Symposium 2014  
Empowering Educators to Teach to Reach 

WHEN: MARCH 28, 2014 
WHERE: GREATER COLUMBUS CONVENTION CENTER | COLUMBUS, OHIO 
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Ohio's Spring Education Symposium 2014 provides a unique forum for Ohio educators to expand your 
understanding about how to design and select quality assessments for classroom use. Programming for 
this one-day event will strive to answer the fundamental question every educator asks of themselves: How 
can I be truly effective with my teaching and ensure my students are learning what they need to 
learn for academic success? 

Principals, teachers, superintendents, educational service center staff, community school staff and 
sponsors, board members and all education stakeholders vested in the achievement of Ohio’s students are 
invited to attend. 

Space is limited, so sign up now! This event is FREE. 

TO REGISTER: Login to your SAFE Account > STARS > Keyword Search: “RttT” > Select “Ohio’s Spring 
Education Symposium” 

Visit www.ohedsymposium.wordpress.com for more information 

For questions or registration assistance, please contact Adrienne Carr 
at adrienne.carr@education.ohio.gov. 

 

 
Cultural Competency & the “Relationship Gap” 
Special Sessions for Ohio Educators ONLY! 

Session 2: Wednesday, April 23 | 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

While many of our nation’s schools have seen a recent shift in student demographics, their teacher 
population does not always reflect this new diversity. Together we will consider what this reality means for 
our non-white students, and why we must ask, “How do we address the ‘Relationship Gap’ that exists 
between culturally diverse students and teachers?” 

Session 1: 
In this first session, for Ohio educators only, we will explore three main topics: how we define culture, the 
role culture plays in teaching and learning, and the idea of the “Relationship Gap.” Participants will have an 
opportunity to examine the relationships that exist within their classrooms, and will be able to use 
information presented to begin rethinking culture and its role in teaching and learning. Learn more and 
register for Session 1 now! 
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Session 2: 
Session 2 will reconvene participants on Wednesday, April 23, 2014. Click here for more information about 
Session 2. 
 

Training Dates 
Assessment Literacy Trainings 
In spite of the cold, Battelle for Kids, in collaboration with the Ohio Department of Education, is continuing 
to deliver nearly 100 assessment literacy trainings across the state by September 2014. Join us for one of 
these popular sessions to build the skills and knowledge needed to critically design and review 
assessments as part of the Student Learning Objectives (SLO) process. 

Don’t miss out on this important information. Sign up for an upcoming winter session today. We promise to 
have hot coffee. 

• Feb 5, Wilmington 
• Feb 6, Hamilton 
• Feb 10, Massillon 
• Feb 13, Toledo 
• Feb 18, Yellow Springs 
• Feb 25, Cincinnati 
• Feb 25, Archbold 
• Feb 27, Tiffin 

 
Visit http://cts.vresp.com/c/?BattelleForKids/38eaa8f788/95a1482d35/c10902953f for details, or 
check STARS for more information and to register (Keyword: Assessment Literacy). 
 
Race Matters: Student Voice and the Real Gap 
My Voice student surveys given to over 20,000 Ohio students indicate that race plays a role in students’ 
academic motivation. Specifically, to a greater degree than their white peers, non-white students who 
experience teacher support are more likely to be academically motivated than non-white students who do 
not experience teacher support. Given its impact on academic motivation, this “relationship gap” can be a 
contributing factor in lower student achievement. These and other findings from My Voice point to the 
importance of pedagogy that is culturally relevant and that considers how a student’s culture plays a role in 
his or her experiences of school. 

Join Dr. Knight at one of the seven My Voice-Ohio Demonstration Sites as she shares practical 
suggestions for how to teach in ways that support all students’ academic achievement. 

Opportunities:  
• Jan. 8 & 9: Youngstown City Schools  
• Jan. 28 & 29: South Euclid-Lyndhurst  
• Feb. 3: Dayton Early College Academy  
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• Feb. 21: Youngstown City Schools  
• Apr. 9: Ada Exempted Village Schools  
• Apr. 16: Maysville Schools  
• Apr. 30 & May 1: Akron Public Schools  
• TBD: Northmont City Schools 

For specific times and locations or more information contact: info@qisa.org. 


