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Zenith Academy Offers Blended Learning Opportunities to Students 
Recognized as a 2012-2013 High Progress School of Honor by the Ohio Department of Education and a 
Race to the Top (RttT) Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) grant recipient, Zenith 
Academy is a progressive charter district whose educators continue to keep an eye on the prize. 

Ohio’s Schools of Honor program recognizes 90 schools that have sustained high academic achievement 
and made substantial progress while serving a significant number of economically disadvantaged students. 
High Progress Schools of Honor score in the top 10 percent of schools as ranked by gains in reading and 
mathematics combined proficiency in all tested grades across five years. 

This school year (SY 2013-2014) Zenith Academy will graduate their first class of grade 12 seniors. More 
than 41% of the Zenith Academy’s student population is English Language Learners and representative of 
the growing Somali refugee and immigrant populations in Columbus Northland area. Zenith Academy is 
also in 1 of 5 geographical areas containing the highest number of youth who had contact with the juvenile 
justice system (Ohio Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC) Report, 2008). 

Acknowledging the challenges students face in obtaining a diploma when entering high school credit 
deficient and/or more than two to three years behind academically, the RttT Zenith Academy 
Transformation Team determined the need for additional supports tailored to individual learning needs of 
grade 11and 12 students. “We used the Ohio Improvement Process (OIP) to assess the obstacles as well 
as the opportunities available to make a difference for the students,” stated Stefanie Hatfield, Assistant 
Principal. 

To help students acquire credits efficiently and prepare them to graduate on time with career and college 
options, it was determined that the best option would be a blended learning approach; one in which the 
students would have a range of options for earning credits toward graduation that would include online 
courses (core and electives) for initial credit, retaking a course, or Advanced Placement. 

The blended learning solution provides students the opportunity for face-to-face instruction and social 
interactions, as well as the more individualized options of a self-paced, student directed virtual program. 
Students can elect to participate in online learning during the school day, after school, or at home and 
provide input into course selection and the general learning plan.  Recognizing the need to use time and 
resources judiciously to ensure students meet designated learning targets is second nature to the RttT 
Transformation Team and staff at Zenith whose primary goal is academic excellence and high expectations 
for each student’s achievement. 
 
Toledo Public Schools - Making a Difference in Urban Education 
Toledo Public Schools (TPS) received an A rating in the area of Special Education and for their work with 
the lowest performing 20 percent of students on the 2012-2013 State Report Card. The district also 
received a B rating for their work with gifted students. 

TPS district Value-Added scores for the each of the past three years: 
2010 – 2011 – Rating of -11 
2011 – 2012 – Rating of -9 
2012 – 2013 – Rating of +8.36 
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The improvement shown in the past year places TPS in the Top 20 of all 800 school districts in the State of 
Ohio. TPS also received the distinguished SOAR Award for placing third out of 109 districts for growth in 
the Battelle for Kids Collaborative. This distinction is just another example that the great work teachers, 
administrators and students are doing is paying off. Many Districts from across Ohio have turned their eyes 
toward Toledo to learn more about the improvements they are demonstrating as a District. 

Dr. Romulus Durant held a press conference at Toledo’s Riverside Elementary School on November 14th, 
to proudly announce these results and to share the continuing ‘good news’ from Toledo Public Schools. 
“TPS PROUD!” is their slogan and it is making a difference in the lives of Toledo students. 
 
Ohio Performance Assessment Pilot Program - Benjamin Local 
Benjamin Logan Local School District is participating in the Ohio Performance Assessment Pilot Program 
(OPAPP). Students and teachers in Ohio will benefit from this pilot as Benjamin Logan teachers define the 
nature and implementation of the tasks to be used in the future statewide test instruments. 
 
Visit  www.vimeo.com/80481612 to view the video on the pilot. Benjamin Logan teachers and students took 
on this pilot to: 

• Provide feedback to the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) about what is working and what 
could be improved within this pilot. 

• Learn how to prepare our students for future assessment tasks and to provide the ODE with 
feedback as to what information and help we need to better prepare our students. 

• Provide feedback on our students’ learning task work as we evaluate their individual student 
responses. 

• Help our students learn how to navigate the taskstream interface before they attempt to implement 
the assessment tasks. 

• Overcome obstacles associated with technology issues. 
• Learn what our capacity is for future online assessments. 
• Focus on formative assessment and instructional techniques. 
• Prepare students for project-based assessments. 
• Stretch us beyond our comfort zones as we learn more about the next generation of assessments 

 
Visit www.benlogan.k12.oh.us to learn more about Benjamin Logan Local School District. 
 

New FIP Tools & Resources for Ohio's New Learning Standards 
There are two free modules available to help elementary school teachers transition to Ohio’s New Learning 
Standards. Here’s a quick summary: 

FIP in Action: Math, Grade 1—Problem Solving Adding Three Numbers Learn how Mrs. Rose uses 
formative instructional practices to teach problem solving adding three numbers to first graders. You will 
learn how she shares student-friendly learning targets, helps students assess their progress, and provides 
intervention feedback that guides students in the right direction but still allows them to take ownership of 
their learning. 
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FIP in Action: ELA, Kindergarten—Opinion Writing Learn how Mrs. Davis and five of her students use 
formative instructional practices as they work on writing opinions at various times during the school year. 
During the first part of the school year, you will see how Mrs. Davis introduces her students to the concept 
of forming opinions. A few months into the school year, Mrs. Davis engages students in lessons that allow 
them to articulate their opinions about books. Then, in the final quarter of the school year, Mrs. Davis’ 
students practice writing their opinions about books. 

FIP in Action: Math, Grade 3—Advancing FIP through PLTs 

This module follows a team of Grade 3 math teachers and an Intervention Specialist as they plan and 
implement a unit of study. You’ll learn how the teachers: 

• Work together to deconstruct standards and create clear learning targets; 
• Collaborate to meet the needs of all students; 
• Create common formative assessments; and 
• Use evidence of student learning to make instructional decisions. 

View these modules and check out the FIP blog at: http://portal.battelleforkids.org/FIPOhio/ 
 

Student Video Showcase 
The Ohio Department of Education Office of Race to the Top has created a student video showcase. The 
showcase is featured on the video sharing site Vimeo and will highlight new videos every month. During 
our call to action, we received numerous videos from schools across the state and are happy so many of 
you were willing to share your school experiences and what makes learning successful for you. We are 
equally excited to share all of your excellent videos throughout the year. Each video is less than a minute 
so please take a moment and view. 

Visit www.vimeo.com/channels/654664 to view the channel and save the ODE Student Video Showcase to 
your favorites! 
 

Visit http://ohioedconference.wordpress.com/2013/10/28/student-showcase-video-ohios-statewide-
education-conference-2013/ to view the Compilation of student submitted videos premiered at Ohio's 
Annual Statewide Education Conference 2013. 
 

Grant to Foundation for Appalachian Ohio Brings Scholarships to the Region’s 
Students 
AT&T has invested $25,000 in the education of Appalachian Ohio youth through the Foundation for 
Appalachian Ohio. Through a grant to the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio, AT&T’s support will fund post-
secondary scholarships across the 32-county region and send high school students to leadership camp this 
coming summer. Read the full story at: http://www.perrydaily.com/community/article_886bf821-d0cb-520b-
99fe-3f8b4773f169.html#.UrC3FJCqWZU.wordpress 
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Upcoming Events 
The Ohio Education Technology Conference 
When: January 27-29, 2014  
Where: Greater Columbus Convention Center Columbus, Ohio 
 
The Ohio Educational Technology Conference is the third-largest state educational technology conference 
in the nation. Each year, more than 5,000 educational technology professionals and enthusiasts come 
together to explore the forefront of P-20 learning and innovation in Ohio. 

At OETC, you’ll be able to hear from state and national experts in over 400 educational sessions and visit 
more than 250 exhibitors spotlighting their products and services in all areas of educational technology. 
Our 35,000 square foot trade show floor is sure to bring excitement to your conference experience! The 
Ohio Educational Technology Conference is the third-largest state educational technology conference in 
the nation. Each year, more than 5,000 educational technology professionals and enthusiasts come 
together to explore the forefront of P-20 learning and innovation in Ohio. 

Learn more at oetc.ohio.gov. 
 
OAPCS 2nd Annual Special Education Conference 
When: February 11, 2014  
Where: The Conference Center at OCLC, 6565 Kilgour Place, Dublin, Ohio 43017 
Cost: 

• Members: $225 individual, $150 each for teams of 3 or more 
• Non-Members: $325 individual, $250 each for teams of 3 or more 

 
Plan on joining us for this one-day event which will include topics for both teachers and administrators. 
Several strands of sessions will be offered, including a teacher strand, and operations strand, and a legal 
strand. A detailed schedule, including all breakout sessions and presenters, will be available soon. 
 
To Register: 

• Participants, please visit http://www.cvent.com/d/c4q9m8 
• Exhibitors, please visit http://www.cvent.com/d/k4q994 

 
For event questions, please contact Jesse Truett at (614) 744-2266 X212 or jtruett@oapcs.org. 
For registration questions, please contact Ashley Wilson at (614) 744-2266 X209 or awilson@oapcs.org 

Training Dates 
Race Matters: Student Voice and the Real Gap 

My Voice student surveys given to over 20,000 Ohio students indicate that race plays a role in students’ 
academic motivation.  Specifically, to a greater degree than their white peers, non-white students who 
experience teacher support are more likely to be academically motivated than non-white students who do 
not experience teacher support.  Given its impact on academic motivation, this “relationship gap” can be a 
contributing factor in lower student achievement. These and other findings from My Voice point to the 
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importance of pedagogy that is culturally relevant and that considers how a student’s culture plays a role in 
his or her experiences of school. 

Join Dr. Knight at one of the seven My Voice-Ohio Demonstration Sites as she shares practical 
suggestions for how to teach in ways that support all students’ academic achievement. 

Opportunities:  

• Jan. 8 & 9: Youngstown City Schools  
• Jan. 28 & 29: South Euclid-Lyndhurst  
• Feb. 3: Dayton Early College Academy  
• Feb. 21: Youngstown City Schools  
• Apr. 9: Ada Exempted Village Schools  
• Apr. 16: Maysville Schools  
• Apr. 30 & May 1: Akron Public Schools  
• TBD: Northmont City Schools 

For specific times and locations or more information contact: info@qisa.org. 


