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Building a L.E.G.A.C.Y. 
Trust, respect and responsibility… three words all Muskingum Valley New Tech Academy students are 
expected to speak and act by each day. Through Race To the Top funds and support from the New Tech 
Network, Zanesville City Schools has successfully created an innovative school model. Muskingum Valley 
New Tech Academy, a school within a school, provides approximately 400 students in grades 7-11 with the 
tools they need in the 21st Century for college and in the workplace. New Tech Academy students use 
one-to-one technology to enhance their learning and experience real-world scenarios through Problem-
Based and Project-Based Learning. The academy will extend to grade 12 for the 2014-2015 school year. 

Students in the academy are given the opportunity to take dual enrollment courses, complete field 
experiences and internships, complete action research on site and in the field, and collaborate with over 
100 community partners who act as field experts, panelists for project feedback, and mentors to students 
as they choose their career and college path. Students are required to be agents for their own learning and 
are supported by 20 New Tech facilitators. An Ambassador Club frequently hosts tours through the 
classrooms and hallways of the academy and students in the classrooms are eager to introduce 
themselves, give a firm handshake, and invite guests to see what they are working on.  

New Tech Academy students are becoming masters of collaboration through the use of technology and 
face-to-face interactions with their peers, facilitators, and community partners. Through Project-Based 
Learning, students are constantly engaged in deeper learning experiences that include challenging literacy 
tasks and project deliverables. One project in particular has engaged students to the point that they are 
seeking help outside of the classroom.  

Last year, tenth grade biology students completed soil and water testing and studied the ecosystems on 
the Zanesville High School campus to explore the possibility of building an educational community garden 
for students and families to enjoy. Students wrote a proposal to the school board and presented their idea. 
It was approved in the fall of 2012. Geometry students then created blueprints and a budget for the garden, 
and after local grant funding, students were able to see their dream become reality. The L.E.G.A.C.Y. 
(Leading, Educating, Growing, and Advancing Community Youth) Educational and Community Garden was 
built by students and staff and dedicated in May of 2013. 

New Tech Academy students volunteered their time over the summer to tend the garden and only some 
plants grew as expected. This year, New Tech’s environmental science class is testing their hypotheses to 
determine why the garden harvest didn’t go as planned. Students and facilitators have reached out to the 
Muskingum County Soil and Water Conservation District and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
to do more testing and achieve a better crop this year. The L.E.G.A.C.Y. Garden is just one of many cross-
curricular projects that allow students the freedom to integrate the curriculum of Ohio’s New Learning 
Standards into real-world context. 

For more information about Muskingum Valley New Tech Academy and the L.E.G.A.C.Y. Garden, please 
call 740-588-4212.  
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Getting it “Write” 
By Teresa Graves, Principal Greater Summit County Early Learning Center (Akron, OH) 
Edited by Marsha Berkley, Race to the Top Communications and Outreach Manger 
“I get my ideas from living my life wide eyed and awake. I sit on the edge of chairs — I pay attention to 
wherever I am.” 
- Drew Lamm  
(This quote and others like it can be found throughout the Greater Summit Early Learning Center building 
to inspire all students and staff.) 
 
Writing itself can be embedded in everything students wonder about, research, investigate and feel. It is a 
powerful tool of expression and serves to build knowledge. In Year 4 of Race to the Top (RttT) the Greater 
Summit County Early Learning Center (GSCELC) K-4 Public Conversion School located just south of 
Akron in Springfield Township, is involved in a yearlong Digital Writing Project. The Digital Writing Project is 
based on National Writing Project training conducted by Kent State University (August 2013). The 
professional development was anchored in Troy Hicks Digital Writing Workshop and philosophy.  
 
“If we engage students in real writing tasks and we use technology in such a way that it complements their 
innate need to find purposes and audiences for their work, we can have them engaged in a digital writing 
process that focuses first on the writer, then on the writing, and lastly on the technology.” 
- Troy Hicks, Digital Writing Workshop (2009), p. 8 
 
All members of the RttT Transformation Team participated in the training. Taking the lead in the start-up of 
the project are teachers Debbie Dodson and Natalie Ringeis. Dodson and Ringeis will be presenting twice 
this year at local and state conferences GSCELC’s Digital Writing Project. 
 
As part of the project, students often write in the school garden, journal about nature and publish 
observations and digital photos. Students may be found selecting an object on which to focus, taking 
photos from a close, closer, and closest perspective and writing descriptive details about their perceptions, 
feelings and what they see. The Digital Writing Project is open-ended and leads to conferencing with 
partners, sharing observations and writing pieces collaboratively. The project has encouraged students to 
ponder, carefully consider thoughts and ideas, before translating their thinking to writing. A valued part of 
the process are the reflection sessions, a time for readers and writers to share what they have learned with 
others through their writing or digital photography and documentation. 
 
The Digital Writing Project empowers readers and writers to communicate effectively in the 21st Century. 
Teachers use innovative strategies to instruct writers to use a variety of digital writing platforms to develop 
and share their writing. Throughout the building you can find Wonder Centers, Wonders of the Week, 
Pondering Time and documentation panels, learning webs, research, and observation windows… all 
evidence that children are expressing and sharing their writings and research. Students employ the 
technology thoughtfully to enhance their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language skills. They are 
familiar with the strengths and limitations of various technological tools and use them accordingly. 
 



 Race to the Top News & Views Newsletter 
Volume 4, Number 6 | November 20, 2013 

 

Page 3             
 

As part of the Digital Writing Project teachers purposefully integrate technology principles balancing the 
focus on developing writers and the use of digital tools:  

1. Maintain Effective Writing Instruction 
2. Embed Technology in Writing Content 
3. Monitor Tech Use: Busy Does Not Mean Purposeful 
4. Keep a Critical Eye: Understand Potential Problems and Power 
5. Promote Social Interaction 
6. Teach Technology Explicitly 

 
Source: E-Best Principles: Infusing Technology into the Writing Workshop (Reading Teacher, September, 2013) 
 
Teachers intentionally focus on the more important elements of student development and writing such as 
stamina, ideas, voice, and craft while integrating technology. As Hicks noted, we need to “shift our attention 
from the technology back to the writer” (Digital Writing Workshop (2009), p. 8).  
 
Ohio’s New Learning Standards require students to use technology and digital media strategically and 
capably to enhance their reading, writing, speaking, listening and language skills. The Digital Writing 
Project’s focus on writing with digital tools is an effective means of incorporating the new language arts 
standards in our curriculum.  
 
Results of a recent Pew survey of Advanced Placement and National Writing Project teachers showed that 
digital technologies are impacting student writing by allowing students to share their work with a wider and 
more varied audience, encouraging greater collaboration among students and promoting student creativity 
and personal expression. Greater Summit Early Learning Center believes the Digital Writing Project 
supports, extends and transforms the writing process… taking our students to new heights as writers. 

Toledo Public Schools Early Highs School Option 
By Jennifer Lawless, Toledo Public Schools Title Coordinator  
Edited by Marsha Berkley, Race to the Top Communications and Outreach Manger 
 
The Toledo Public Schools Early High School Option (EHSO) program was developed to address the 
curriculum needs of seventh and eighth grade students across the Toledo school district. Entering the third 
year of successful operation for the EHSO program, approximately 800 seventh and eighth grade students 
have met the high eligibility criteria and are enrolled in EHSO for the 2013-2014 school year.  
 
Toledo Public Schools has active participation in the EHSO program from every elementary and high 
school throughout the district. Within the EHSO program students take two graduation credit classes per 
year at their learning community high schools. Students attend EHSO daily for the last period of the day 
with an additional extended period.  
 
Seventh grade EHSO students are enrolled in non-core, elective classes to ease the transition into high 
school. Non-core courses such as band, choir, orchestra, financial literacy, art and family consumer 
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science classes are also offered. Eighth grade students are enrolled in core classes taught at the honors 
level. Core honor level courses include English 1, Algebra 1, physical science, world studies, as well as the 
first year of several foreign languages.   
 
Receiving an early start on high school classes with the EHSO program will allow Toledo Public School 
students to progress to a fifth year study in such challenging areas as math, science, and languages to 
support college and career readiness. The program also allows students to enhance their academic and 
socialization skills in the high school setting and become the ambassadors for their grade-level peers when 
they arrive as freshman.    
 
To learn more about Toledo’s Early High School Option call 419-671-8200. 

My Voice – Ohio Year Two Report Released 
Year three of My Voice-Ohio has begun! My Voice gathers and analyzes student perceptions of their 
experience at school, as well as the perceptions of staff and parents. My Voice Surveys, reporting, and 
interpretation tools, help educators foster relationships and genuinely get to know students, which makes 
students feel more encouraged and capable of achievement. 

More than 26,000 Ohio students in grades 3-12 took part in the My Voice: My School Survey in 2012-2013. 

• In grades 6-12, students who say they are engaged in school are nearly twelve times (12x) more 
likely to be academically motivated than students who are not engaged. 

• In grades 6-12, 55% of students who currently feel that students do not have a voice will be three 
times more likely to become academically motivated. 

• Elementary school students understand the importance of setting goals (academic and behavioral) 
and how to accomplish them. 

Read the My Voice-Ohio Year Two Report and find out how My Voice-Ohio is making a difference. 

Find out what your students think and register your school today! My Voice for grades 6–12 is 
available at NO COST to ALL Ohio schools. Visit myvoice.pearsonfoundation.org/ohio to learn more. 

My Voice Mini-Grants 
Recognizing My Voice as a strategy to examine and close achievement gaps in Ohio, ODE made available 
RttT funds to support local initiatives and professional development efforts that utilized student voice to 
improve cultural competency and culturally responsive teaching. The mini grant provided funding to RttT 
LEAs committed to continuing the work initiated by the administration of the My Voice Grades 6-12 survey. 
In the 2012-13 school year, five RttT LEAs that received mini-grants in the previous school year were 
awarded new funds to extend and expand their My Voice work through the purchase of additional surveys 
and/or local, on-site professional development; in addition, three new RttT LEAs were awarded mini-grant 
funds.  
For questions on My Voice-Ohio please contact Tarik White at 614-378-0955 or 
Tarik.White@education.ohio.gov. 
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Over 1,800 Educators Attend Ohio’s Annual Statewide Education Conference 2013 
The Ohio Department of Education and the Office of Race to the Top hosted Ohio’s Annual Statewide 
Education Conference October 28-29, 2013 at the Greater Columbus Convention Center. More than 1,800 
educators spent two days discussing and understanding best practices in education and various innovative 
models that permit students to excel toward college and career readiness. 
 
During the two-day conference over 100 sessions were offered focusing on innovative education reforms to 
support and accelerate academic achievement and progress. Many breakout sessions such as the Third 
Grade Reading Guarantee and Ohio’s New Learning Standards were popular and covered a great deal of 
information. 
 
Again, we thank you in helping make Ohio’s Annual Statewide Education Conference a successful event! 
 
Conference Recap 
Visit http://ohioedconference.wordpress.com/category/ohio-education-conference-2013/ to view session 
summaries. 
 
Visit http://ohioedconference.wordpress.com/presentations/ to view the presenter directory and download 
presentations. 
 
View videos and photos at http://ohioedconference.wordpress.com/category/ohio-education-conference-
2013/photo-gallery-2013/.  

Visit http://ohioedconference.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/ohioedconfprogram2013.pdf to download the full 
conference program. (PDF) 

Special Thank You! 
Thank you to all the students, teachers and parents that submitted videos to Ohio’s Annual Statewide 
Education Conference 2013. Click here to view the Compilation of student submitted videos premiered at 
this year’s conference. We will also be creating a site to showcase ALL of our student submitted videos in 
their entirety and feature a selected video each month. Look for more information and where to find them 
soon. 

Teachers Receive Value-Added Reports 
The EVAAS website is releasing the 2012-2013 teacher Value-Added reports on November 14, 2013. Just 
after the release, all teachers with reports will receive an automated email from EVAAS that will include 
their usernames and login information needed to access these reports. 

Teachers who changed districts between the 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 school years may not be able to 
access their EVAAS accounts if they do not have their usernames and passwords. These accounts will be 
associated with the teachers’ former districts. To obtain access, TEACHERS (not the EVAAS school or 



 Race to the Top News & Views Newsletter 
Volume 4, Number 6 | November 20, 2013 

 

Page 6             
 

district administrators) should follow instructions on the Ohio Department of Education’s Value-Added 
Growth Measures Web page, in the document EVAAS Access for Teachers in New Districts. 

Teachers who would like to learn more about Value-Added data may access online courses and other 
resources on the Ohio Student Progress Portal. Value-Added leaders are able to assist in interpreting or 
answering questions about their reports. Please click here to find the leader who serves your district. 
Questions about resources also may be directed to: Support@BattelleforKids.org. 

Upcoming Events 
The Ohio Education Technology Conference 
When: January 27-29, 2014  
Where: Greater Columbus Convention Center Columbus, Ohio 
 
The Ohio Educational Technology Conference is the third-largest state educational technology conference 
in the nation. Each year, more than 5,000 educational technology professionals and enthusiasts come 
together to explore the forefront of P-20 learning and innovation in Ohio. 

At OETC, you’ll be able to hear from state and national experts in over 400 educational sessions and visit 
more than 250 exhibitors spotlighting their products and services in all areas of educational technology. 
Our 35,000 square foot trade show floor is sure to bring excitement to your conference experience! The 
Ohio Educational Technology Conference is the third-largest state educational technology conference in 
the nation. Each year, more than 5,000 educational technology professionals and enthusiasts come 
together to explore the forefront of P-20 learning and innovation in Ohio. 

Learn more at oetc.ohio.gov. 

Training Dates 
Superintendent Value-Added Sessions 

To support your staff with teacher value-added reports, superintendents may attend a regional two-hour 
informational session in December. For registration information on BASA’s website, visit 
http://static.battelleforkids.org/Documents/Ohio/BASAFall_VA_TrainingSess_web.pdf. 


