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The Khan Academy: A Great Start for Blended Learning 
Submitted by Greg VanHorn  (vanhorn.greg@moesc.net), Race to the Top Urban Regional Specialist 
 
An innovative piece of the future of education can be seen in the creation of the Khan Academy, a non-
profit on-line collection of lessons, tutorials, and exercises that include subjects and topics in the areas of 
Mathematics, Science, Finance, and History. The Khan Academy was founded by Salman Khan, a 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Harvard Business School graduate. While working as a hedge 
fund manager, Khan’s nephew asked him for help with his homework. As they worked together, Khan had 
the idea to create videos of the lessons he taught his nephew so he could access them at any time.  Khan 
later had the idea to post the videos on YouTube to tutor other young family members in math. This 
endeavor led to the 2008 creation of the Khan Academy. Khan’s innovative response to filling an 
educational need for his family members provided a new arena of learning opportunities for students of all 
ages.  The idea of using instructional video as a learning tool has not only filled an academic need for 
students world-wide, but has grown exponentially because of the low cost of production and the quick 
turnaround of distribution. Industry observers attribute the rise of online learning to such factors as 
heightened interest in educational technology, the decreasing cost of electronic devices, and new 
opportunities presented by the nearly unanimous adoption of the Common Core State Standards created 
through the National Governor’s Association in the United States. 
 
The Khan Academy has filled a need for a new generation of students who now learn in a different manner 
than the generations before them.  Today’s students were born in the age of home computers, smart 
phones, and interactive on-line games, as a result, they learn more by being actively engaged rather than 
by passively listening. 
 
There are many advantages to online learning. With a library of over 3,200 videos covering everything from 
arithmetic to physics, finance, history and hundreds of skills, the Khan Academy allows its’ audience to 
learn what they want, when they want, at their own pace. Each video is no more than 10 minutes long, 
providing the viewer with digestible chunks of information. Using the Khan Academy‘s online learning 
program, students can receive immediate feedback on their comprehension of a topic through interactive 
exercises, clues and hints for the correct answer can be controlled by the student and the program gives 
them the opportunity to return to easier material or specific tutorials that provide a better foundation for 
understanding. If the student arrives at the correct answer without utilization of clues and hints, he or she is 
rewarded by being sent to a higher level of the topic until it is mastered. 
 
The Khan Academy online learning program also offers several forms of positive reinforcement in the form 
of social praise, time spent on effort, and recognition for levels of achievement. The real-time feedback a 
student receives helps drive the curriculum. If a student is having difficulty in a specific topic they are 
directed to resources that can re-teach the concept. If a student is having success in grasping the material, 
he or she is offered a higher level of challenge to master the concept they are learning.  The Khan 
Academy’s ability to personalize each student’s curriculum contributes to enhancing student interest, on-
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task behavior and progress by monitoring the student on his or her own learning curve. “I’m not sure of the 
timeline, but the classic teacher in front of the room at a chalkboard lecturing while you have 20 to 35 
students at their desks taking notes – I think that model will soon go away.  And once you have every 
student working at their own pace, then you don’t have to have 30 desks aimed at a chalkboard,” states 
Khan. “This has absolutely nothing to do with replacing teachers.  We think we can move teachers up the 
value chain. That they are better off forming the bonds and connections. That’s what you need a human 
being to do and for a really great teacher to do.  
Advancements in technology and communications are altering the very nature of instruction and learning. 
Educators must have the curiosity, introspective, drive, and determination to adapt to the different ways 
students can learn. Educators need to draw upon their inquisitive nature and be willing to adjust their 
academic delivery, in order to meet the ever evolving and diverse needs of their students. 
 
Recent research by Robert Marzano (The Art and Science of Teaching-2007) and Bob and Megan 
Tschannen-Moran (Evocative Coaching-2010), shows the number one factor for student achievement lies 
with the skill and knowledge of the teacher and/or facilitator they learn from. It is the positive rapport that a 
teacher builds with a student that is the most important factor.  Khan agrees and simply offers the Khan 
Academy online learning as a resource for teachers to draw upon. He states, “[the existing models of 
educational delivery] is going to be kind of blown away in favor of a model where every student is working 
at their own pace and the teacher now has a much higher-value role as someone who is diagnosing 
students’ weaknesses, who is mentoring students both on the academic material, but also mentoring 
students on becoming good teachers of their peers.” An educator is not simply a giver of information, but 
one who is a mentor that can develop rapport, facilitate, advise, counsel, and guide students to be problem 
solvers. 
 
A by-product of the Khan Academy is the advent and use of a teaching methodology called “Flipping the 
Classroom”. “Flipping” is a process where a teacher asks their students to view an instructional video or 
read new material as homework, then come to class prepared to utilize and practice the new knowledge 
with teachers and classmates.  The “flipping” process allows students who understand the material to help 
classmates who do not understand or to extend their knowledge of the topic. Teachers can then work with 
individual or small groups to strengthen their ability to practice and learn the material. “Flipping the 
Classroom” is the first wide-spread use of technology that has become progressively available to students 
at school, at home, and in the community.  When teacher Joanna Burcham from Orange High School in 
Olentangy, Ohio flipped her classroom she noticed a 7% increase in grades and also noticed that students 
came better prepared to engage in the classroom.  Wayne Tsai, a teacher at Darby High School in Hilliard, 
Ohio remarked that his students better understood math concepts when using the flipped approach. 
Administrators at Clintondale High School in Detroit, Michigan noted an increase in attendance, a decrease 
in discipline referrals, and a decrease in the number of failing grades in coursework when they chose to 
utilize the flipped classroom approach at their school. 
 



 Race to the Top News & Views Newsletter 
Volume 2, Number 14 | June 12, 2012 

 

Page 3             
 

The Khan Academy is an example of how one person with an idea can fill the need of students across the 
world. Students need the flexibility to learn at their own pace as they manage their own time. New methods 
of learning and the use of technology in instruction are essential for our students to compete in the global 
market. Instead of spending inordinate amounts of taxpayer dollars on expensive textbooks, we should be 
spending the funds to purchase technological tools for each and every student. In this day and age there is 
less of a need for costly and outdated textbooks in the classroom. Online tools such as the Khan 
Academy give educators the opportunity to facilitate the learning pace of their students. It also gives them 
the advantage of working with those who truly need help and encourage those who can go forward.  Khan 
states, “We would say, instead of holding fixed the time and date when you learn something and the 
variable is how well you learn it, we’re saying let’s hold fixed how well you learn it, and you learn it at a 
deep level, and what’s variable is how long you have to learn it, and when you learn it, and when you revisit 
the material”. This correlates with federal and state mandates emphasizing a greater depth of academic 
comprehension in the researched-based standards that every student needs to be ready for college and 
future careers. 
The future of education lies in the blending of educator and technology. Educators need to be trained in the 
use of technology and how to infuse it as part of their teaching methodology. The academy that Mr. Khan 
and his associates have developed and continue to expand is a perfect example of a blended learning 
approach. As we continue to live in an ever-changing, diverse and technology driven world, the use of 
online learning will become more common. The Khan Academy is and continues to be a useful tool for 
online learning and one that teachers can easily blend into their teaching methodologies! 
 

Peer Assisted Review (PAR), Not Just for Golfers Anymore! 
It is my honor to highlight our latest work in Race to The Top from The Parma City Schools. Parma is a 
large local urban district educating over 11,000 students everyday. We have a rich history of embracing 
progressive ideas to improve student achievement as evidenced by our highly successful Entry Year 
Teacher Program. We are thrilled to have received this Peer Assisted Review (PAR) grant from The Ohio 
Department of Education and well deserving of the opportunity to use this grant to reflect our work and 
vision. 

With this funding, we are now able to accelerate our progress and begin our Peer Assisted 
Review program in the 2012 – 2013 school year. Two teachers will be released half a day to focus on 
evaluation and growth. They essentially become teachers teaching teachers. The Parma City Schools and 
The Parma Education Association will have the ability to gain data and collaborate in creating a program 
that will best serve our students’ achievement into the 21stcentury. 
This grant affords us the ability to get ahead of the mandates that are coming in the arena of evaluations 
while generating no additional cost to our district. It affords us the opportunity to determine how Peer 
Assisted Review will best move our teachers and administrators forward.  We will not be a district waiting to 
see what Peer Assisted Review looks like; we are paving the path to what is best for the students we teach 
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everyday.  We are part of a team built in trust working in partnership with The Ohio Department of 
Education. We have the vision coupled with hard work in order to reach our goal, which makes us the 
catalyst for others to follow. 

Maureen S. Neville, Chair 
The Peer Assistance Committee 
Parma City Schools 

The mission of the Parma City School District, the driving force for education in the communities we serve, 
is to develop confident students with skills necessary to actively compete in a technological world by 
stimulating critical thinking, sound decision-making, effective communication, cultural appreciation, and the 
joy of life-long learning. Through academic, vocational, and special education coursework, the Parma City 
School District is developing the leaders of the future. 

16 Middle Schools Join Formative Assessment in Middle 
Schools (FAMS) 
Formative Assessment in Middle Schools (FAMS) is a Race to the Top pilot focusing on the using the 
practice of formative assessment during instruction in English Language Arts and/or Mathematics.  As 
schools transition to the Common Core State Standards, the participants use the formative assessment 
process to improve student learning.  FAMS is a two year commitment for each Cohort.  During Year 2, the 
participants will field-test formative assessment strategies and develop an ePortfolio of their action 
research.  After a vetting process, these detailed strategies will become part of Ohio’s Model Curriculum, 
making these formative assessments available to all Ohio teachers. 

CONGRATULATIONS to all FAMS schools!  The schools in Cohort 2-3 are listed in the table 
below.  These 16 new schools join the schools of Cohort 1 (Barberton, Edon, Highland, Ross and 
Washington Court House). 

Cohort 2-3 

English Language Arts Mathematics ELA & Mathematics 

Loudonville-Perrysville Ashland Crestview Ada 

Orwell Grand Valley Canton Local Faircrest Brooklyn City 

Richard Allen Academy Pymatuning Valley Columbiana County Crestview 

Worthington Waynesville New Lexington 

 
Wellston River View 
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South Central 

  
Urbana 

Reminder: Required Language for Race to the Top Publications 
As we round out Year 2 of Race to the Top Ohio, we wanted to remind all participating Local Education 
Agencies (LEAs) of the federal requirements associated with the Race to the Top (RttT) grant in regards to 
publications. All participating LEAs that utilize Race to the Top funds to support or distribute publications 
(i.e. newsletters, reports, books, ePublications, etc…) are required, by federal regulation, to adhere the 
following: 

I.   What do grantees do if they use Race to the Top funds to support publications? 
Per EDGAR  34 CFR 75.620, publications require an attribution statement. Specifically, the grantee shall 
ensure that any publication that contains project materials also contains the following statements: The 
contents of this (insert type of publication e.g., book, report, film) were developed under a grant from the U. 
S. Department of Education. However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the U. S. 
Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. 
Note with regard to this attribution statement, that the EDGAR requirement states as follows: 

§ 75.620 General conditions on publication. 
(a) Content of materials. Subject to any specific requirements that apply to its grant, a grantee may decide 
the format and content of project materials that it publishes or arranges to have published. 
(b) Required statement. The grantee shall ensure that any publication that contains project materials also 
contains the following statements: 
The contents of this (insert type of publication; e.g., book, report, film) were developed under a grant from 
the Department of Education. However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the 
Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. 
PART 75—DIRECT GRANT PROGRAMS 
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1221e–3 and 3474) [45 FR 22497, Apr. 3, 1980. Redesignated at 45 FR 77368, Nov. 
21, 1980, as amended at 45 FR 86297, Dec. 30, 1980] 

This regulation requires all publications (print or digital) that contain RttT) project materials must include the 
statement.  The statement is necessary no matter what funding is specifically used to pay the printing or 
production costs.  It is possible that some updates or newsletters that provide info on RttT may not be 
subject to this requirement.  However, if the content of a particular publication was developed with RttT 
funds, then that publication needs to include the attribution statement.  When in doubt, though, you should 
err on the side  of putting the attribution statement on the publication. 

II. What should grantees consider if Race to the Top funds are budgeted for equipment? 
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When dealing with equipment purchases, see EDGAR 80.32 and 74.34 (applies to IHEs) for details on use, 
management, and disposition. 

ODE Tip Sheets – What Educators Can Do Now to Prepare for 2014-
2015 
What should you do today to get ready for all of the changes taking place in Ohio education? The Ohio 
Department of Education has developed tip sheets that offer practical advice about what teachers, 
administrators and school board members can do today to get ready for 2014-2015. 

Check out the great article on the Ohio Resource Center blog site. 
Download Tip Sheets below: 

Top Tips to Get Your School Board Started (PDF) 
Top Tips to Get Administrators Started (PDF) 
Top Tips to Get Teachers Started (PDF) 

Educators Discuss the Ohio Teacher Evaluation System 
One-hundred fifty educators met in Columbus in May to learn the evaluation process that provides a richer, 
in-depth view of an educator’s performance, with a focus on specific strengths and opportunities for 
improvement. Sixty of them are now state trainers. 

Visit the Ohio Department of Education’s YouTube page to view what a TIF coordinator (Coshocton 
Schools), trainer (Stark County ESC), trainer (Montgomery County ESC), principal (Bellefontaine 
Schools), principal (New Lexington Schools),  and superintendent (Georgetown Schools), have to say 
about the training and the importance of a better educator evaluation system for improving Ohio’s schools. 

Quick Tips: How to Maximize the News & Views eNewsletter and 
Blog Site 
Having moved to a new format with Ohio’s Race to the Top bi-weekly bulletin we want to give our readers 
some quick tips to help maximize the online News & Views as a continuous resource for all things Race to 
the Top Ohio related. Below are some quick tips to familiarize you with the eNewsletter notification format, 
as well as the News & Views blog site. 

Tip #1 – You can access the News & Views blog site 24/7 
The advantage of having the News & Views bulletin online is that readers have access to the information 
24/7 via the Internet.  Simply visit www.rtttnews.wordpress.com from work, home, or via your mobile 
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device. All the stories that are delivered to your inbox are also available online. You can even access 
past/archived stories, PDFs, and view information by categories and month on the News & Views blog site. 
You can also access the News & Views site at any time from the top link in the header of the  eNewsletter 
delivered to your inbox. (see Fig.1) 

 

Fig.1 
Tip #2 – You can view all recent News & Views stories from the home page 
Once you have accessed the News & Views blog site via a story from the eNewsletter by clicking “Continue 
Reading”, you can view all related stories for that issue from the home page. You do not have to toggle 
back and forth between the eNewsletter in your inbox and the site. The latest featured stories in 
the current eNewsletter are available from the home page by clicking  ”home”  in the top navigation bar or 
by clicking on the Race to the Top icon in the top left hand corner.  (see Fig.2) 
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Fig.2 
You can also access current and previous stories via the search box, or by clicking on the monthly archives 
located in the sidebar of every page on the site. (see Fig.2.1) 
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Fig.2.1 
Tip #3 – Each issue has a downloadable PDF copy embedded in the eNewsletter and on the News & 
Views site 
You can download a text-only PDF of the latest issue of News & Views right from the eNewsletter delivered 
to your inbox (see Fig.3) and from the News & Views blog site in the sidebar or under “Archived PDFs” in 
the top navigation. (see Fig.4) 
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Fig.3 
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Fig.4 
Tip #4 – Each issue is of News & Views is available on the Race to the Top website 
You can also access the latest issue in electronic format and download a PDF from the ODE Race to the 
Top website by visiting rttt.education.ohio.gov and clicking on the top link in the far right column. (see Fig.5) 
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Fig.5 
Tip #5 – Application Area Updates, Upcoming Events, and Training Dates are available on the News 
& Views blog site 
You can access the most up-to-date information on Race to the Top Ohio Application Area Updates, 
Upcoming Event and Training Dates from the News & Views blog site. All information is kept current and 
taken down when expired (with the exception of Application Area Updates which has current and previous 
information available). 

Tip #6 – You can comment, “like,” email, and share any News & Views stories with co-workers, 
friends and the community 
You can share stories via email or a comment about a story posted on the News & Views blog page at any 
time. Whether you want to know more information, share your thoughts, or engage with others on a topic, 
you can post your comment at the bottom of each story.* You can also “like” or share stories via Social 
Media tools such as Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn and Google Plus. Just click on the Social Media icon to 
access your account and the site will automatically link back to that story. (see Fig.6) 



 Race to the Top News & Views Newsletter 
Volume 2, Number 14 | June 12, 2012 

 

Page 13             
 

 

Fig.6 
We hope these Quick Tips will help you utilize the News & Views eNewsletter more efficiently and as a 
continuous resource. If you have any other tips or suggestions, please feel free to email Marsha Berkley, 
Communication and Outreach Manger atmarsha.berkley@education.ohio.gov or leave a comment below. 
*Comments are moderated by Ohio Race to the Top. 

Upcoming Events  

Advanced Placement Summer Workshops 

Advanced Placement Summer Institute Workshops for RttT Teachers and Administrators. Workshops are scheduled to 
begin June 15. Contact hours are available for participants. 

There is limited space (30 PARTICIPANTS PER WORKSHOP) for these four day and one day content specific workshops 
offered in Northeast, Central and Southwest regional sites at the following Educational Service Centers (ESC):, State 
Library of Ohio, Montgomery County ESC, ESC of Cuyahoga County. 

Four day workshops (NEW AP Programs and Urban Districts participants only) 
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• Intensive workshops that equip teachers with in-depth content and resources to enhance their teaching of AP 
courses (at all teaching levels) 

• AP courses: goals, objectives, content, resources, bibliographies, and equipment 
• The AP Examination: how it is developed and graded 
• Syllabi, lesson plans, and assignments 
• Recent changes in AP Course Descriptions 

One day workshops include (Established AP programs) 

• Concentrates on the teaching of a specific AP subject with focus on instructional strategies and the management of 
an AP course. 

• How to refresh and improve existing AP courses 
• Recent changes in AP Course Descriptions 
• Materials include College Board Special Focus and Workshop Handbook 
• Six hours of instructional time 

NO MORE THAN 2 TEACHERS PER SCHOOL PER WORKSHOP 

Participants should register in STARS no later than June. Click here for a brief tutorial on how to register for this event in 
STARS. 

STARS Keyword Search: “Advanced Placement”. 

For more information or registration questions please contact: 
Lisa Simpson 
614-752-8759 

 

Know your Accountability Data Workshop 

Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 
Time: 10:00 – 3:00 (registration begins at 9) 
Location: The Conference Center at OCLC | 6565 Kilgour Place | Dublin, OH 43017 
Cost: $175 (member) / $275 (non-member) – Lunch included 

Workshop for Community School Directors 
2012’s final EMIS submission is right around the corner! Verify that your Accountability data is complete and correct so that 
1) your school’s 
Local Report card and Rating is accurate, and 2) you avoid costly fiscal penalties for 
noncompliance. 

Get the LATEST information on the changes to Ohio’s State Education Accountability System, including the new ESEA and 
Report Card calculations, and the ever evolving School Closure Provisions. 

Click here for complete details. (PDF) 
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Registration or Questions 
Visit www.oapcs.org to register. For registration questions, please contact Ashley Wilson at (614) 744-2266 x209 or 
awilson@oapcs.org. For workshop questions, please contact Jesse Truett at (614) 744-2266 x212 or jtruett@oapcs.org. 

 

Ohio Innovative Learning Environments 2012 

Date: July 30-Aug. 3, 2012 
Time: 8:00am – 4:00pm 
Location: Hilliard Bradley High School | 2800 Walker Road | Hilliard, OH 43026 

Bridging the Knowing-Doing Gap of Innovative Practice  
The 2012 Ohio Innovative Learning Environments Conference will feature a diverse blend of expert keynotes and practical 
breakout sessions that focus on: 

• Inquiry-Based Instruction and Assessment 
• Transformative Leadership 
• Global Education 
• College, Career and Community Connections 
• Technology-Supported Learning 

For more information and to register for this event, visit www.ileohio.org. 

Ohio ILE is a collaboration of the Ohio Department of Education, Ohio Network for Education Transformation, Ohio STEM 
Learning Network, Hilliard City Schools and the Educational Service Center of Central Ohio. 

Parent Training Opportunities 

Parent Involvement Coordinators’ (PIC) Meeting 

The Ohio Department of Education, Center for Accountability and Continuous Improvement, Office of 
Federal Programs, invites you to attend a Parent Involvement Coordinators’ (PIC) Meeting on Wednesday, 
October 10, 2012, from 1-4 p.m. (NOTE: SPARK Ohio TIME CHANGE FOR THIS MEETING). This 
meeting will occur before the start of the Ohio Association of Administrators of State and Federal Education 
Programs (OAASFEP) conference, in the Hyatt Regency Hotel, at the Greater Columbus Convention 
Center, in the Fairfield Room. 

There is no registration fee for this meeting. Three contact hours will be available for those who attend the 
entire session. 

Join us to review the Title I parent involvement requirements (Annual Meeting and Parent Resource 
Centers), learn about Parent Mentors, PAC, SPARK Ohio, Project Ease, Make it/Take it Family Nights, and 
Family Reading Academies and other new program ideas. The handouts for the meeting are available for 
download via the association website. 
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We encourage you to stay for the entire OAASFEP Conference scheduled for October 10-12, 2012. Please 
go to the association www@oaasfep.net and click on the “conferences” button for registration information. 

 

Ohio Parent Forum 

The purpose of the forum is to inform, educate and train parents; to equip them for their roles as partners in 
the learning process of their children. 

Register for this FREE event on Saturday, October 13, 2012 from 10am to 2pm at 
parent.congress@tps.org 

A Business Friendly City of the Future. Child Care is available under adult supervision with the National 
Honor Society students. Special invitation to Ohio college and university students studying to be teachers. 

For more information on either of these training sessions, please contact: 
Ann Bohman, Educational Consultant 
Federal Programs and Parent Involvement 
ann.bohman@education.ohio.gov 

Sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education in partnership with the Ohio Department of Education. 
Hosted by the Toledo Public Schools (TPS) Parent Congress & The Parent Congress is a State Liaison 
Parent Representative Group for TPS 

 

 

 


